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HOW TO MAKE A FRENCH BEADED BEZEL 

Difficulty Level: Beginner 

Techniques Required: 

• Continuous Loops (taught for free on my website - 

BeadandBlossom.com) 

This tutorial will demonstrate how to capture a bead without 

holes in a beaded cage to use as flower centers or other 

accents.  

Materials and Tools: 

• 1 gram size 15/0 seed beads 

• 7x 2mm round beads (I am using faceted Fire-polished 

beads) 

• 28 gauge copper core wire 

• 12 mm Swarovski Rivoli 

• Wire Cutters 

1. Cut a 14 inch (35.5 cm) length of 28 gauge wire.  

2. Leave a -- inch tail in your wire, then make 3 Continuous Loops using 15x size 15/0 seed beads each. 

These loops should be close together on the wire. Leave a blank space in your wire - approximately 

1/8” (-- mm) (you will be adding in another loop here later, so you need to leave a space for it). Then 

make 2 more Continuous Loops using 15 beads each. (Picture 1)  

3. Twist the two tail wires together twice to “close” the unit, then string 7 beads on each wire. (Picture 

2) 

4. Add 1 bead to one of the tail wires, then cross the second tail wire through the opposite side of the 

bead. (Picture 3)  

Picture 1 Picture 2 Picture 3 
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5. Pull both wires tight until the bead rests against the tops of the 2x rows of 7 beads. It will look like 

you’ve just created an up-side down loop. You should have one tail wire extending to the right, and 

one tail wire extending to the left. (Picture 4)  

6. Add 1x 2mm round bead to one of the tail wires then pass the wire through the tip bead on the next 

loop over (it should be the 8th bead in the loop). (Picture 5)  

7. Repeat until you reach the spot where you left a blank space in the wire between loops. This will be 

either 2 or 3 times depending on which tail wire you started with. (Picture 6) Make sure to pull taut so 

there is no space between beads   

Picture 4 Picture 5 Picture 6 

8. Using the second tail wire, string 1x 2mm round bead between the loops on the other half of your 

piece, stopping when you reach the spot where you left a blank space in the wire between loops. Add 

1x 2mm round bead to each of your tail wires. (Picture 7)  

9. Insert the 12 mm Swarovski Rivoli into the center of your unit and mold the loops around it. The 

2mm beads should form a rim that holds the Rivoli in place. (Picture 8)  

10. Add 1x 15/0 seed bead to one of your tail wires, then cross the second wire through the opposite side 

of the bead and pull tightly. (Picture 9)  

Picture 7 Picture 8 Picture 9 
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Picture 10 

Picture 11 

11. Add 7 size 15/0 seed beads to each of the tail wires, then twist 

the two wires together twice below the beads, forming one last 

loop. (Picture 10)  

12. Fold the loop around the edge of the Rivoli to the bottom of the 

piece. To secure the last loop in place, wrap the tail wires around 

the small section of bare wire you left between loops. (Picture 11)  

13. To center our tail wires beneath the unit, reposition one of the 

tail wires to the opposite side of your unit by looping it around 

one of the loops on the other side (Picture 12). Then twist the 

two wires together in the middle.  

Picture 12 

The finished bead-caged rivoli is shown to the left. An example of it used 

as a flower center can be seen below.  

 

This method can be altered to 

cage other types and sizes of 

stones as well. Try using other 

sizes of beads for the cage as 

well.  


