
LESSON FOUR: FRINGE

TERMS TO REMEMBER

� Twisted Fringe
� Wire-Back
� Fringe Loops
� Loop Fringe
� Branching Fringe

There are two basic types of Fringes - Twisted Fringes and Wire-Back
Fringes. I should note that most designers do not call them by these names.
They are both generally just called Fringe, or nothing at all. These
techniques are very commonly used to make flower stamen and other small
pieces.

Twisted Fringe
The Twisted Fringe variety is very simply a bead or a loop of beads on a long twisted stem of wire. These
can be continuous or single.
Sample Pattern
Make 1: 6x ½ inch (1.3 cm) Twisted Fringes with 3 beads at the tip.

For this exercise, we will use 28 gauge (0.315 mm) wire because it's easier to twist. The beads are size
11/0. You will also need a ruler!

1. String 18 beads onto the 28 gauge wire. You can
leave the wire attached to the spool.

2. Leave a 2 inch (5 cm) tail wire, which will be the
unit stem wire after the piece is complete.

3. Measure out another 1 inch (2.5 cm) of wire. Use
your fingernail to make a little notch at the
beginning and end of the 1 inch section of wire.
This will help match up the two sides later. Slide 3
of the beads from the spool onto this section of
wire. (Photo 1)

NOTE: Notice that the wire we measure out is 1 inch
long. When we fold it in half to twist it, the result is a
�⁄� inch fringe. Some patterns will tell you how much
wire to measure out, and others will tell you the
finished length of the fringe.

4. Fold the wire exactly in half, matching up the
notches in the wire. Make sure the 3 beads are
caught in the middle. Twist the two wires below,
starting at the notches and moving up to the beads
(Photos 2 & 3). This completes the first fringe.

Photo 1

Photo 2 Photo 3

NOTE: Some find it easier to first cross the wires directly below the beads, then twist down to the bottom of
the fringe instead of starting at the bottom. Try both to see which method suits you better.
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5. Measure another 1 inch (2.5 cm) of wire and make a
notch on the working end at the 1 inch mark. Slide 3
more beads down from the spool. (Photo 4)

6. Match the notch in the wire with the base of the first
fringe and make sure the 3 beads are positioned in the
center. Twist the two wires below the beads together
tightly against the base of the first fringe. (Photo 5)

7. Repeat until you have 6 total twisted fringes. (Photo
6)

8. Close the unit into a circle by wrapping the working wire around the first fringe once (Photo 7). Measure
out 2 inches (5 cm) of working wire and clip from the spool.

9. Twist the tail wire and working wire together below the unit. You do not need to twist all the way down,
just an inch or so. Leave the rest untwisted.

The finished unit is shown in Photos 8 & 9.

NOTE: Just like with other continuous techniques, if the unit has a larger number of fringes, simply twisting
the two wires together on the side of the unit will make it harder to center it on the flower stem wire. Center
the unit stem wire by looping the working wire around one fringe on the opposite side of the unit. Then bring
both wires together in the center and twist.

Photo 4 Photo 5

Photo 6

Photo 7

Photo 8 Photo 9



Wire-Back Fringe
There is an old rule in French Beading that says the wire can only pass through the beads once to qualify

as the French method. TheWire-Back Fringe breaks that rule, since the wire will have to pass through the
beads twice. It allows you to make fringes that are made entirely of beads, instead of exposed twists of wire.

Because the wire passes through the beads twice, you will need to make sure the wire you are using will
fit through the beads twice. For size 11/0 seed beads it's usually a 28 gauge (0.315 mm) wire.
Sample Pattern:
Make 1: 8x 10-bead Fringes

For this exercise, use 28 gauge wire and < 1 gram size 11/0 seed beads.

6. Pinch both the first and second fringe between your thumb and forefinger on one hand to hold them in
place. Then pull the working wire through to tighten the second fringe (Photo 13).

7. Continue making 10 bead fringes until there are 8 total on the wire (Photo 14).
8. Close the unit by wrapping the working wire once around the first fringe, then center the wire below

following the instructions for centering stem wires in the Continuous Loop lesson.

Photo 14

The finished unit is shown
in Photo 15.

Photo 15

Photo 11Photo 10

Photo 13

1. Do not string any the beads on the spool of wire. Cut a 14 inch (35.6
cm) length of wire from the spool.

2. String 10 beads onto the wire and slide them down approximately 2
inches (5 cm) from one end.

3. Skipping the 10th bead, insert the working end of the wire back down
through the bottom 9 beads (Photo 10). You should be going back
down the way the wire came out. The first bead will act as a stopper at
the tip of the fringe so the wire doesn’t slide all the way out.

4. Hold the 9 beads in place so they don't move
around on the wire. Pull the working wire all the
way through to tighten the fringe. (Photo 11)

5. Add 10 more beads to the working wire for the
second fringe. Turn them at a 90 degree angle
from the first fringe. This shortens the wire that
is between the fringes to keep them close
together. Skip the top bead and insert the
working wire into the 9 beads below (Photo 12). Photo 12
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Working with Long Wire-Back Fringes
Whenever you’re working with a pattern that uses Wire-Back Fringes that are really long, you may find

that your working wire starts kinking more easily at the tips where you’re trying to shove it through a long
line of beads. In this case, I find it easier to move the beads onto the working wire, rather than trying to slide
the wire through the beads. I am demonstrating with short fringes just so all the parts will fit inside a decent
sized photo.
Before you begin, you will need to cut the wire a little longer to allow yourself a little more slack.
1. Make the first fringe by stringing all the beads for the fringe. Move the last bead out of the way, and

position the working wire just above the beads in the wire-back portion of the fringe. Slide the beads up
onto the working wire, and move them around until the fringe is positioned approximately 2 inches (5
cm) from one end of the wire. Pull the working wire through to tighten the fringe.

2. For all of the following fringes, add all the beads for the fringe at once. Pull the tip stopper bead out of
the way and further down the working wire. Fold the working wire on itself and position the end of the
wire above the beads in the wire-back portion of the fringe. (Photo 16)

3. Slide the beads up onto the doubled working wire. (Photo 17)

4. Once the beads are all the way up above the end of the working wire, pull the working wire down until it
is past the first fringe. (Photo 18)

5. Move the beads back down into position at the bottom of the first fringe. (Photo 19)

Photo 18 Photo 19

Photo 20

7. Pull the working wire all the way through to
tighten the first bead that you skipped into position
at the tip of the fringe. (Photo 20)

8. Repeat for all remaining fringes.

Photo 16 Photo 17



Fringe Loops
This is a great way to make sepals for tiny

flowers. Basically, it's the opposite of the Loop
Fringes. There is fringe at the tip of a loop. The
photos below show a 4 bead fringe in the middle of a
14 bead loop, which sits atop a 1-bead fringe.

Loop Fringes
Loop Fringes are another great way to make a

different style of stamen. You only need to make one
simple alteration to a regular Wire-Back Fringe.Instead
of skipping one bead at the tip of the fringe, skip as
many as you want to include in the loop. I like odd
numbers so a bead ends up in the middle of the loop
instead of a bare spot of wire.
1. Add 22 beads to the wire.
2. Skip the last 7 beads, then wire back down through

the bottom 15 beads. (Photo 21)
3. Repeat to make as many Loop Fringes as you’d like.

(Photo 22)

1. Add 12 beads to the wire.
2. Skip the top bead and wire back through 3 beads

(making a 4 bead fringe) (Photo 23). You will
have 8 beads left on the tail wire.

3. Add 7 beads to the working end of the wire to
make the second half of the loop.

4. Insert the end of the working wire into the
bottom bead on the first half of the loop to make
a 1-bead wire-back fringe at the bottom of the
loop. (Photo 24)

5. Pull tight to finish the Fringe Loop. (Photo 25)
Alternatively, you can leave off the 1-bead wire-

back at the bottom and just twist the two wires
together below (Photo 26)

Photo 21

Photo 23 Photo 24

Photo 22

Photo 25 Photo 26

Next, let’s take a look at some creative ways to use Wire-Back Fringes.
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Branching Fringe
Yet another way to use wire-back fringes is

to make one fringe inside of another fringe to
make branching fringes.

1. Measure and cut about 10 inches (25.4 cm)
of bare wire from the spool.

2. String 14 beads onto the wire. Skip the top
bead and wire-back through 6 beads below
(Photo 27). There will be 7 beads left on
the tail wire. Leave them alone for now, but
make a loop in the end of your tail wire so
they don’t fall off.

3. Add 7 more beads to the working wire and make a second fringe beside the first one (Photo 28).

4. Wire-back through the 7 beads that were leftover in step 2 (Photo 29). You will end up with a Y-shaped
fringe.

5. Add 14 more beads to the working wire to start the second Y. Complete the first 7 bead fringe by
skipping the first bead and wiring back through 6 beads. You will need to keep this second Y very close
to the first Y to prevent gaps in the wire between them (Photo 30).

6. Add 7 beads to the working wire. Skip the first bead and
wire back through 6 beads to make the second fringe in
the second Y.

7. Wire back through the 7 beads below to complete the
second Y (Photos 31 & 32).

Photo 27 Photo 28

Photo 29

Photo 30 Photo 31

Photo 32


