
LESSON THREE: 
CONTINUOUS WRAPAROUND LOOPS

TERMS TO REMEMBER

� Wraparound Loops
� CWL
� Bottom Wire
� Pointed Bottom (PB)
� Round Bottom (RB)

Continuous Wraparound Loops are often abbreviated in French
Beading patterns as CWL. Like Crossover Loops, Wraparound Loops begin
with a starting loop, with more loops of beads wrapped around the outside
edges.

With Continuous Wraparound Loops, we start to see how to change the
petal shape by wrapping at different angles. Wrapping at the Bottom Wire -
or the wire below the loop - at a 45 degree angle will produce a Pointed
Bottom (PB). Wrapping at the Bottom Wire at a 90 degree angle will
produce a Round Bottom (RB).

For this exercise use 26 or 24 gauge (0.4 - 0.5 mm) copper
core wire and approximately 5 grams of size 11/0 beads.

1. String all the beads onto the wire.
2. Leave a 2 inch (5 cm) tail wire before making an

11 bead loop (Photo 1). Only twist below the loop
one full rotation (two twists). Twisting more in
CWL will leave more exposed wires between
rows.

3. Feed more beads down the working wire and wrap
them around the outer edge of the starting loop.
Keep this row of beads directly beside the starting
loop. If they are too far apart the petals will have
visible gaps between rows. If they are too close,
the rows of beads will bunch up on top of each
other. Measure the beads needed to reach the
Bottom Wire. Cross the working wire over the
front of the Bottom Wire, creating a 45 degree
angle (Photo 2)

4. Wrap the working wire around the bottom wire
once. As you cross back over the front of the
bottom wire, angle the working wire upward to
complete the point and start the point of the next
row (Photo 3).

5. Feed more beads down the Working Wire from
the spool. Wrap another row of beads around the
outer edge of the previous row. At the Bottom
Wire, wrap at a 45 degree angle to make a Pointed
Bottom. The petal now has all three rows of beads.
To secure the working wire, wrap it tightly around
the bottom wire below the petal twice, keeping the
wraps close together. (Photo 4).

TIP: I like to rotate my petal with one hand while
I wrap the row around it with the other hand,
which helps fit the next row exactly around the
previous one.
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Sample Pattern:
Make 1: 5x 3 row (or triple) CWL using 11 beads for the starting loop, PB.
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8. Close the unit the same way you would a Continuous Loop unit. Cross
the working wire over the top of the first petal and wrap around it once.
Then twist the wires together beneath the unit.

Photo 7 shows the finished petal unit.

6. To begin the second petal you will need to leave a length of bare wire below the starting loop. This will
be the second petal's bottom wire. The length should be the same length as the bottom wire in the first
petal, plus a tiny bit extra. (Photo 5).

7. Repeat steps 3-6 to until you have five petals total. (Photo 6)

TIP: Notice in Photo 5 that I've turned
the second petal at a 90 degree angle
from the first petal. This keeps the bottom
wire for the second petal straight while
wrapping on rows of beads, which makes
it easier to measure out the correct
amount of beads for each row and
prevents a lopsided petal.

Round Bottom
To make a round bottom (RB), there is one simple change to the angle of

the wraps. Instead of crossing over the bottom wire at a 45 degree angle, cross
over at a 90 degree angle as shown in Photo 8.

I personally find that with small petals, it doesn't make a great deal of
difference, so I always make mine with a pointed bottom. If you compare
Photo 9 below with the pointed petals above in Photo 7 you'll notice that they
look almost the same. But the difference does become more noticeable when
making petals larger than three rows. See Photo 10 for a shape comparison of
larger CWL with a round bottom and pointed bottom.

However, since I developed the Continuous Basic Frame technique several
years back, which is taught in the Intermediate Course on my website, I rarely
use Continuous Wraparound Loops for anything larger than a few rows. If you
do make 4+ rows, I recommend lacing them as the rows tend to separate. You
can learn all about lacing in Lesson Six.
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